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Homily for January 4-5th 2020 

The Feast of the Epiphany  

“God’s Show and Tell” 

 

How many of you like camping? One of the things I like to do when camping is to go out at 

night when it is really dark with a head lamp being the only light to mark my path. Without this 

little light I would be in the dark. But with the beam shining forth from the lamp my path is made 

clear to me so I can see where I am going.  

Today is a special day the life of the Church called the Feast of the Epiphany. The word 

Epiphany comes from a Greek word phanein which means: “show”. When you add the letters 

Epi, which means “to” and put them together the word is “Epiphanein” which means “to show”. 

Epiphany is that special day that we can call God’s show and tell. The Day we celebrate through 

the witness of the Wise Men Jesus as the saviour of all people.  

Now with this in mind let me return to my head lamp. To use my lamp on a dark mountain trail 

at night shows me the way so I can stay on the path. Likewise to see in Jesus the one who is 

God’s show and tell helps to give to us the spiritual light we need so that during the course of our 

life in this world so we can stay on the path God has laid out for us. It is a path where in 

recognizing Jesus we choose to live attentive to him 

In the Old Testament reading from the Prophet Isaiah listen to how hundreds of years before 

Jesus was born the Prophet tells us something about the light Jesus will provide:  

 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 

3 Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn1 

 

Here is a picture of a really dark place, like the mountains at night when there is no moon or 

stars. Darkness covering the earth, thick darkness over the people. But then this light will shine 

forth….. In this case not a head lamp but more like the light of the sun breaking over the 

mountains. It is a light by which all people will be able to see how to walk. It is a light that 

dawns with Christmas but realize its full intensity until Jesus comes again.   

 
1 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition. (1993). (Is 60:1–3). Washington, DC: 

National Council of Churches of Christ. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nrsvce?ref=BibleNRSVCE.Is60.1&off=35&ctx=+of+the+Dispersed%0a60~+Arise%2c+shine%3b+for+y
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But here is the important point to remember; when Jesus comes into the world not everyone will 

see that he is the light of the world. Most people will miss it or there will be those who will want 

to snuff out this light like one does when extinguishing a candle.  

In the Gospel reading from Matthew we are told of King Herod. He does not want to live by the 

light of Jesus he wants to put this light out and we know that he tried to have Jesus killed. And 

yet there are these three wise men, who come hundreds of kilometres from Persia to Bethlehem 

where they see the little child Jesus. In him they see the one who is the world’s true light. The 

one who will help direct them and all people through the path of this world so that we will one 

day reach our heavenly destination. 

However, to be led by the light of Jesus, which is the light of faith, is a light more like that 

emanating from this head lamp. Jesus’ light is not obvious to everyone. That is why so many 

people do not believe in Him and trust Him.  

Think of it this way. If you, and you and you and you, and me are all being directed by the light 

of Jesus Christ, all of these lights will create a light that can shine forth so that others can see this 

light too. And so back to Isaiah where the Prophet says “And nations shall walk by your light”. 

In other words that light which the Wise Men saw in Jesus, the light represented by the star that 

led them to Jesus is a light that is to be shared with others. 

We can discover to share this light when we see how we are to participate in the gifts the wise 

men brought to Jesus.  In the gift of the gold given to Jesus, they recognized Jesus as the true 

king. The incense represents the gift used by a priest in the Jerusalem Temple, as part of the 

sacrifice characteristic of Temple worship. The myrrh, which was used for rites of embalming 

the dead, points to a prophetic dimension of the Lord’s life, the anticipation of how his whole life 

will lead to his sacrificial death. Throughout his public three year ministry Jesus repeatedly 

included this prophetic dimension surrounding his death.  

It is these three titles given to Jesus as prophet, priest and king characteristic of the life of those 

baptized into the Church. Right after the baptism the priest or deacon then uses the oil of Chrism, 

taken from the word, “Christ”, meaning the anointed one, and applies it to the crown of the head 

of the newly baptized and says these words:  

The God of power and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
has freed you from sin, 

given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 
and welcomed you into his holy people. 

He now anoints you with the chrism of salvation. 
As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet, and King, 
so may you live always as a member of his body, 

sharing everlasting life. 

 

Here is the same language drawing the parallel to how we are to live in relation to Jesus, the true 

light. It is as we understand that we are to share in the kingly work, which is the governance and 

leadership of St. Peter’s; that as we share in the priestly work of worship and service, and the 
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prophetic work of evangelization and teaching that we have the potential to  shine with the 

figurative brightness of thousands of headlamps.   

Throughout the coming year the clergy will be inviting you to prayerfully consider how you are 

actively involved in living out your baptismal calling as we think about what it means to 

purposefully live as did the wise men in seeking Jesus. I am grateful for how many of you are 

already intentionally living out your baptismal vocation. For others of you, perhaps you are 

aware that in a deeper way you are being drawn to the Lord Jesus and want to be more 

thoughtful in how you are living out your baptism. 

It is my prayerful intention that as a community we will desire to know Jesus more so that this 

Parish Family will be shine with ever greater brightness so as to be the presence of Jesus – his 

show and tell - for this part of Calgary’s northwest.  

 


