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Homily for the Feast of St. Matthias 

Acts 1:15–17, 20–26 

Psalm 113:1–8 

John 15:9–17 

Today is the Feast Day of an Apostle. Today the Church marks the providential purposes of God, 

who in choosing Matthias to take the place of Judas Iscariot, illustrates clearly that no one can 

thwart the purposes of God.  

Think about it this way. Jesus had carefully chosen the Twelve. Because he is both fully God and 

fully Man and understood the Scripture in its entirety he would have had insight into Judas and 

his diabolical machinations. And yet he chose him. St. Theresa once said that “God writes 

straight with crooked lines”. This part of the apostolic narrative clearly shows how this is indeed 

so.  

None of us can understand fully why Jesus would have permitted one with such evil intent to be 

privy to the inner life of the Twelve. Just as we cannot fully understand how the evil that touches 

our personal lives and the larger life of the societies in which we live can be permitted. And yet 

we all know that evil is so often given free reign.  

But here is the point. Evil which is malignant and seemingly limitless, isn’t. Peter makes this 

clear in the words he speaks in the Upper Room between the Ascension and Pentecost. Peter’s 

words show how Judas’ actions were foreshadowed in two Old Testament Psalms. He quotes 

Psalms 69 and 109. Peter gives free quotations from the Psalter to explain the removal (Ps 69:25) 

and replacement of Judas (Ps 109.8). Here are the verses from these respective psalms:  

Let his homestead become desolate, 

and let there be no one to live in it’; 

Let another take his position of overseer. 

Psalms 69 and 109 are imprecatory psalms that curse the enemies of God and Israel. In both, the 

righteous man groans in agony over the treachery of the wicked. Peter reads them messianically, 

i.e., the suffering Psalmist prefigures the suffering and betrayal of Christ by his enemies.  

Having named the evil perpetrated by Judas by referring to the Psalms, Peter then goes on to 

name  the criteria necessary for the one who will take Judas’ place.  

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 

and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 

from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 

The Apostle Matthias experienced the three years of Jesus’ public ministry but most importantly 

he was a witness to the resurrection. Why the resurrection? Because the Resurrection is that 

event that declares evil loses and goodness wins. The Resurrection of Jesus is the event that tells 
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us that in a world that can be so disorientating because of evil’s vileness, it is not the ultimate 

victor.  

Remember Jesus was still in this world for forty days after his Resurrection. He could have very 

easily paid a visit to Pontius Pilate and Caiaphas the High Priest, but he didn’t. Would that not 

have sealed the deal and put evil in its place? But no Jesus didn’t do this. Rather he appeared to 

so woman, on Easter Sunday morning. Women, who in that culture, would not have been 

deemed credible witnesses because of their sex. He then appeared to the 11, and as Paul tells us 

in 1 Corinthians 15, then to 500 believers. But not once are we told that Jesus appeared to his 

enemies. 

Rather he said, you are to witness to my  

Resurrection. You will go and tell an unbelieving world that I am alive and therefore evil will 

ultimately lose.  

We are here today because Matthias and the other Apostles took to heart the Commission Jesus 

gave to them. 

That is why today is a Feast Day. It is a celebration that declares that in a world so marred by 

evil and death, goodness and life is greater still. I love how this theme is sung in that hymn. 

“This is my Father’s World.”  

This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget 

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world: the battle is not done: 

Jesus Who died shall be satisfied, 

And earth and Heav’n be one. 

 

Saint Matthias pray for us that we may have this perspective and always remember that God does 

write straight with crooked lines.  


