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Yielding to the Holy Spirit 

Homily for Pentecost 2018 

The New Testament speaks of Christians being both indwelt and filled by the Holy Spirit. There is 
a difference between the two. Through its wiring system a building may be indwelt by electricity. 
St Peter’s is indwelt by electricity but for everything in this room the needs this indwelt power,  
it needs to be plugged into the source and it also has to be turned on.  

In our Baptism and Confirmation we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. But the individual is filled by 
the Spirit when he or she yields his life to the Spirit’s direction and power. If you wish to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, you must yield your body, your total self, to Him that He might work in and 
through you.1 

Such a total yielding is evident in the readings for this Mass.  Think of it this way.  
 

The Mass of Holy Thursday resulted seven weeks later in the Pentecostal Fire when the Holy 

Spirit changed a frightened community fearful of the threatening outside world into a 

community that entered into that world with an apostolic mission that was explosive.  

How did they yield their lives to the Holy Spirit’s direction and power allowing them to have this 

kind of expectancy and courage?  

To answer this question let me tell you something about the Significance of Pentecost for the 

Jewish people, from whose ethnicity the Church was born.  

For the Jewish people there were seven major festivals they were to celebrate, two of these 

have been adopted by Christians. The word Easter in Latin is pascha, that is simply Passover. 

This is the first and greatest festival. The Second annual Jewish festival the Church celebrates is 

Pentecost. We know more about Passover because of its association with Easter than we do 

Pentecost, so let me tell you about this celebration.   

Pentecost comes from the Greek word meaning 50th, as in the 50th day after Passover. The 

Jews would count seven weeks from Passover, 7 x 7 = 49, and then add one day to that and on 

that 50th day they would celebrate a great feast.  

Pentecost was a harvest festival where they would celebrate the in gathering of the first crop.  

This meant it was a very joyful time that had this agricultural dimension to it. However, it also 

had a salvation-historical dimension. Pentecost, in Jewish tradition, became the memorial of 

arriving at Mount Sinai and receiving the law from God in the book of Exodus 19 and 20.  

So there was a continuity with something that Jewish community had celebrated for hundreds 

of years that marked what happened in the Upper Room on the Pentecost nine days after the 
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Lord’s Ascension. In the Upper Room there was also a fulfillment of what had marked the Old 

Testament festival.  In the Old Testament account,  the Law was received on tablets of stone 

whereas now the Holy Spirit comes down and He indwells the Apostles.  

In other words the law, the new law of the New Covenant, is going to be written on their 

hearts, to be infused into them. They are going to receive that gift interiorly, and that's one of 

the major differences between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. It is the interiority of 

the New Covenant. They are going to be empowered by the Holy Spirit himself to keep the law 

and to proclaim the good news. 

Moses had been given an external law that when kept would allow the faithful to live Holy 

Lives. It was as if the House of Faith – the Jewish People -  had been wired, but there were not 

yet outlets to empower the people to be fully plugged into God’s power. With the coming of 

the Holy Spirit He continues what had been started with Moses and the giving of the Law. But 

now it isn’t by adherence to the Law but by an openness to the Holy Spirit that God’s 

characteristics grow in our lives much like fruit on a tree.   

Now with this in mind let’s think about our reading from Galatians.  

When someone lets himself be led by his instincts he is said to be leading an “animal life” what 
Paul calls the works of the flesh. The fall of Adam and Eve left us with a tendency to seek created 
things for our own pleasure, instead of using them to lead us to God. The desires of the flesh 
make their appearance, urges which are at odds with God and with all that is noble in our 
personality. But when grace enters our soul and justifies us, we share in the fruit of the 
Redemption wrought by Christ and we are enabled to conquer our life according to the flesh. 

 
The vices referred to in vv. 19–21 are the results of living life selfishly. Someone who lives 

according to the flesh is living for himself. When Oaul refers to the ‘flesh’ in this passage, he 

means the whole person. For everything which stems from a disordered love of oneself is called 

work of the flesh” I want to read the Galatian Vice list from a more contemporary language 

translation: 

It is obvious what kind of life develops out of trying to get your own way all the time: 

repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; 

frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid 

loneliness; cutthroat competition; all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; 

an impotence to love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-minded and lopsided 

pursuits; the vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled and 

uncontrollable addictions; ugly parodies of community2. 
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We can all be aware of how these vices have cause such heart ache in our lives, in the lives of 

others and in the larger unfolding of so much history. When we live according to the flesh, 

enmity, division and destruction are evident.  

What about  when one allows the Holy Spirit to act, one’s life becomes life according to the 

Spirit—a supernatural life, a life which is no longer simply human but divine. This is what 

happens when a person is in the state of grace and is mindful of the treasure he bears within. 

Again reading from the more contemporary translation:  

But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the same way 

that fruit appears in an orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance about life, 

serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion in the heart, 

and a conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find ourselves 

involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and 

direct our energies wisely.3 

Now this is such a different list. When the Fruit of the Spirit is growing in a person’s life and in 

the life of St. Peter’s, what will we experience. We are all together in one place, having come 

from many nations, but we know unity. A unity that we are to live within the family of the 

Church and home and a unity we are to take on Mission. For remember what Jesus said?  

As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

In a world marked by the vices of the flesh we are to be a people whose identity is marked by 

the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  

Pentecost is this wonderful Festival where we can celebrate that because of the Grace made 

available to us by Easter and poured out on Pentecost our lives can produce a harvest that 

needs a certain kind of light and energy. This supernatural energy was wired into our lives at 

Baptism and at Confirmation the outlets were than installed. But just as is true with any device  

needing to be power, so too with our lives. It doesn’t do us any good if a light sits in a room 

unplugged at night, when we are wanting to read.  No it needs to be connected to the wired 

source and then turned on to do what it was made for, to shine.  

So too with us as Christians. We can’t lighten up this dark world unless as those who have 

access to the wired Church of God, we allow ourselves to be plugged into the source of such 

Holy Power. For when we are yielded to the Holy Spirit Jesus can harvest his Pentecost Crop, 

the most delicious fruit of all.  
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The Fruit of the Holy Spirit.   


