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The Kiss of Life 

Homily for Pentecost Sunday 2020 

The first kiss is a very powerful and meaningful thing, right?  All the fairy tales know it: Snow 

White, Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, and so on. But how does the Bible in general, and the story 

of Pentecost specifically, fit into this discussion about kissing? Some say the first kiss recorded 

in scripture comes right at the beginning, in Genesis 2. God breathed the breath of life into the 

first human, performing the first, primordial mouth to mouth resuscitation — which, by the way, 

is often known as the “kiss of life”. The gospel reading for today seems to echo or hark back to 

the creation story in Genesis. When Jesus promises the gift of the Holy Spirit, he then breathes 

on his disciples the breath of resurrection life. To be kissed by another with tender affection is to 

know that we are truly loved. 

For the Christian, Baptism is, well, like the first kiss that the bridegroom Jesus imparts to each of 

us, his beloved. This Sacrament, that makes us members of the Church, is tied to Pentecost 

Sunday and so today we are going to think about our baptismal kiss in relation to the Gift of the 

Holy Spirit. To be people who have been made members of the Body of Christ through Baptism 

is very important in understanding who we are. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI in 2008 explained 

our baptism this way when he said:  

Our life now belongs to Christ, and no longer to ourselves.  At his side and, indeed, drawn up 

in his love, we are freed from fear. He enfolds us and carries us wherever we may go, he who 

is Life itself 

What a tender image, drawn up and enfoled into the loving arms of Jesus, our true love. When a 

person falls in love, isn’t this what they feel, our life is not just about us? How true this is when 

we fall in love with the One who is Love.  

For, you see, those who truly appropriate their baptismal life are enabled by the Holy Spirit to 

live this way, truly belonging to Christ. This is something that is clearly evident in the example 

of the earliest Christian community. Before Pentecost we read in the Gospels that Peter and the 

apostolic band were often fearful. But now in the wake of Pentecost they are a different people. 

Fear gives way to courage and the scattering that was evident on Holy Thursday gives way to a 

new found unity because the Apostles now experienced this enfolding, knowing what it was to 

now be carried and empowered by the Lord. Indeed St John experienced this in such an 

experiential way that in his first letter he wrote:  

Perfect love casts out fear 

 (1 John 4.18)  

This is one of the clearest discoveries made by people who come to profess Jesus as their 

beloved Lord. As they enter into a relationship of intimacy with Jesus they also discover that 

they are now part of his body, all interdependent on one another.  

This is made very clear in the reading from Acts. where we are told: 

WHEN THE DAY OF PENTECOST HAD COME, they were all together in one place 
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This means not only they were in the same place, the Cenacle or Upper Room where the Last 

Supper was celebrated. But they were also of one accord – that is they had a common purpose 

and mission which was to tell of the mighty works of God. That is, they witnessed by their lives 

to what it meant for them to proclaim Jesus is their loving Lord.  

As Catholic Christians we also express this coming together in one place concretely. Someone 

told me a friend had sent him an email from another city. He ended the email by saying: “See 

you at the Mass”. Now he was not going to be at my friend’s parish. He lived far away from 

Ken. What he meant was that when we go to Mass we are at the same Mass. We are altogether in 

one place just like the Apostles gathered with Mary in the Upper Room. And just like they were 

empowered from that place to tell of the mighty works of God, the same is true for us. When we 

attend the Mass expectantly  with commitment and whole hearted devotion it does become the 

source and summit of our own lives so that we can live with the same purposeful Pentecostal 

passion that we read of in Acts 2. This is what it means to live our baptism, to live like people 

who are deeply in love. 

In these weeks where we have had to live-stream the Mass we have perhaps experienced this in a 

particular way. One person told me that she was watching the Mass in Hungarian, her native 

tongue. She more recently had a spiritual awakening where she experienced, so to speak, the kiss 

of Jesus. So now watching from Calgary the Mass from Hungary connected her to Jesus in a way 

that is getting to her heart.  

At the same time, to have been away from the Eucharist and from receiving Jesus has been well 

like, a separation from the one whose body we want - as close as our breath and mouth. What 

can be more intimate than taking Jesus into our mouths so that we become enfolded in his love? I 

am so looking forward, however strange it might seem because of the directives, to share in the 

Eucharist again with you this week. 

But as was the case in the Upper Room so too for us. Jesus enfolds us in his loving embrace so 

that he can then send us out. Just before he breathes on them remember what Jesus says? “As the 

Father sent me, so I send you”. He says the same to us. The word Apostle means “one who is 

sent”. The last words at Mass in Latin are: “Ite, missa est” which literally means “Go, it has been 

sent.”  Pope Emeritus Benedict in his Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Caritatis, (meaning 

the Sacrament of Love)  discussed the development of missa from meaning “dismissed” to 

meaning one’s “mission.”  “In antiquity,” the Holy Father writes, “missa simply meant 

‘dismissal.’  However in Christian usage it gradually took on a deeper meaning.  The word 

‘dismissal’ has come to imply a ‘mission.’  

The word Mass is derived from this word missa, or mission. Therefore it is from the Upper 

Room that the Mission of the Church originated and has been carried out ever since. 

Pentecost calls us and empowers is to live in genuine and caring community where we relate to 

each other as a healthy body. St Paul puts it like this in today’s Epistle:   

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, 
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We are gathered together in one place and of one accord. As we gather around the Altar of the 

Lord we are to remember that because we belong to Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit 

we can be an authentic community that is truly Pentecostal. What does such a community look 

like? It is a spiritual body formed by Christ in baptism and empowered by the Holy Spirit in 

Confirmation bearing in the present the fruit of Spiritual Grace and will one day reap a full 

harvest.  

And while the Church is universal she is also local. For us that means St. Peter’s in Silver 

Springs. It is here that we have been called by Jesus to live out our Pentecostal life, Here the 

seeds of grace are germinating and  forming a community that is committed to furthering the 

Mission of the Church that was born in Jerusalem over 2000 years ago. Here it is my hope, 

prayer and desire to accompany you to know more deeply the lover, Jesus – so that in love with 

him, you want to live in the world. That is, as a person longing for the Kiss of the Mass and 

thereby living the Mass’ mission in the world. And what is that Mission? It is to extend the love 

of him who is love and has enfolded us into his everlasting embrace. This is the kiss of life, that 

when experienced, will inspire us to return again and again to the greatest kisser of them all, our 

beloved bridegroom Jesus Christ. 

 


